Inherited retinal dystrophies are important causes of blindness in the Western world. Molecular genetic techniques, and the use of large pedigrees exhibiting such conditions, have been instrumental in finding causative disease genes. The genealogy of families with a rare condition known as Doyne's honeycomb retinal degeneration was first described in 1899. Investigating this phenotype is extremely important because of the similarities it shares with age-related macular degen eration, and it may lead us to a gene that is involved in this complex genetic trait. In this paper we review the original genealogy of the families described by Doyne, and explain the methods used to identify the living descendants of these families. 
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RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
The task of finding the descendants would have taken very much longer than it did but for some very welcome pUblicity from local newspapers and a national evening paper. As a result people wrote in, and a very generous offer of professional help from a firm of genealogists and probate agents was
received. An article in a local family history journal aroused keen interest, here and abroad. The present day version of the Doyne pedigree appears as in Fig.   2 , which is the pedigree in use for DNA linkage. 
